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EDUCATION 
 

Learning Lessons from Cases—A Coroner in London calls for changes in how schools treat cases of absent children following 
tragic death of a 4 year old child.  The Guardian reported a case where teachers become concerned when a four year pupil 
failed to attend and the parent did not report the absence.  School staff made several failed attempts to contact the family dur-
ing the child’s absence.  The child was found starved to death (2 weeks after his Mother collapsed and died suddenly in their 
home.)  The child had learning difficulties and autism was unable to call for help.  The school have now introduced new 
measures to their absence systems following this tragic death.  The Coroner commended the school for changing their systems.  

View Guardian article 
 
Organising safe sporting events in schools—The NSPCC has published a briefing on organising safe sporting events in schools. 
It aims to help schools meet their responsibility to keep children safe during sports activities and ensure that people providing 
sports activities for children are suitable to do so. Source: NSPCC  Date: 08 June 2017 
Further information:  Briefing for schools: organising safe sporting events (PDF) Child Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU) 
 
Home Education (Duty of Local Authorities) Bill—The first reading of the Home Education (Duty of Local Authorities) Bill in the 
House of Lords took place on 27 June 2017. The Bill makes provision for local authorities to monitor the educational, physical 
and emotional development of children receiving elective home education, and for connected purposes. 
 

Experiences of LGBT pupils in schools - Stonewall has published research into the experiences of lesbian, gay, bi and trans 
(LGBT) pupils in Britain’s schools. Source: Stonewall Date: 27 June 2017 
Further information: Further information: School report: the experiences of lesbian, gay, bi and trans young people in Britain’s 
schools in 2017 (PDF) 
 

Preventing bullying in schools—The Department for Education (DfE) has published a new version of 'Preventing and tackling 
bullying' outlining: the government's approach to bullying; legal obligations and the powers schools have to tackle bullying; and 
the principles which underpin the most effective anti-bullying strategies in schools in England.  
Source: DfE Date: 04 July 2017 
Further information: Preventing and tackling bullying: advice for headteachers, staff and governing bodies (PDF) 
 
School exclusion: statutory guidance—The Department for Education (DfE) has published statutory guidance setting out the 
legal responsibilities for those who exclude students from educational settings in England. 
Source: DfE  Date: 19 July 2017 
Further information: Exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England: a guide for those with 
legal responsibilities in relation to exclusion (PDF)  
 
Website to support school and college staff to keep children and young people safe—The Centre for Research on Children 
and Families at the University of East Anglia (UEA), has launched a website to support school and college staff in understanding 
abuse and neglect from the child or young person’s point of view. The iCAN website includes free training materials and re-
sources for schools and colleges. 
Source: UEA  Date: 17 July 2017   Further information: iCAN 
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FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (FGM) 
 
FGM awareness—Barnardo’s has issued advice about signs that could indicate that a girl may be at risk of undergoing female 
genital mutilation (FGM). The advice, published before the start of the summer holidays when girls could be taken overseas to 
undergo the procedure outlines indicators that a child may be at risk including: talking to her friends about FGM; confiding she 
is going to have a ‘special procedure’, or attend a special occasion to ‘become a woman’; talking about looking forward to a 
long holiday to a country where the practice is prevalent.  
Source: Barnardo’s  Date: 07 June 2017 
 
Female genital mutilation—NHS Digital has published an experimental statistics report on female genital mutilation (FGM) in 
England for the period January - March 2017. Source: NHS Digital  Date: 06 June 2017 
Further information: Female genital mutilation (FGM) enhanced dataset (PDF) 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/08/boy-4-died-alone-in-hackney-flat-two-weeks-after-his-mothers-death?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/factsheet-and-briefings/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/information-service/briefing-for-schools-organising-safe-sporting-events.pdf
https://thecpsu.org.uk/
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15CidQ72cT8K3u9C8IZSJRpx
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15CifSQOAPJnuDflFOk2QvH0
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15CifSQOAPJnuDflFOk2QvH0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/623895/Preventing_and_tackling_bullying_advice.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/269681/Exclusion_from_maintained_schools__academies_and_pupil_referral_units.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/269681/Exclusion_from_maintained_schools__academies_and_pupil_referral_units.pdf
http://www.uea.ac.uk/about/-/new-resource-for-schools-launched-to-help-keep-children-safe
http://www.uea.ac.uk/ican/
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/press_releases.htm?ref=124727
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/female-genital-mutilation-jan-to-mar-2017-enhanced-data-set
http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB24132/fgm-jan-2017-mar-2017-exp-rep.pdf


MENTAL HEALTH 
 

Social media and children’s mental health—The Education Policy Institute (EPI) has published a report examining the evi-
dence of the impact of using social media on young people’s mental health and emotional wellbeing.  
Source: EPI  Date: 30 June 2017 
Further information: Social media and children’s mental health: a review of the evidence (PDF)  
 

How parents’ personalities affect child mental health—The University of Bristol, University of Exeter, King’s College London 
and the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development have published findings of re-
search into the relationship between teenagers’ mental health and their parents’ personalities.  
Source: University of Bristol  Date: 06 June 2017 
Further information: Impact of dysfunctional maternal personality traits on risk of offspring depression, anxiety and self-harm 
at age 18 years: a population-based longitudinal study 
 

Secondary school mental health training—The government has announced that, from June 2017, teachers in secondary 
schools in England will take part in a training programme to help them identify and respond to early signs of mental health 
issues in children. Teachers will receive practical advice on how to deal with issues such as depression and anxiety, suicide and 
psychosis, self-harm, and eating disorders. 
Source: Gov.uk  Date: 27 June 2017  
 

Mental health support for autistic young people- Ambitious about Autism has published a report looking at young people 
with autism’s experience of mental health.  
Source: Ambitious about Autism  Date: 26 June 2017 
Further information: Know your normal: young people with autism’s experience of mental health (PDF) 
 

Research project looking at supporting mental health and wellbeing after sexual abuse in adolescence—The International 
Centre at the University of Bedfordshire is carrying out a study on supporting mental health and wellbeing after sexual abuse 
in adolescence. The project will work in partnership with young people who have experienced sexual abuse in adolescence to 
map their mental health and wellbeing needs after abuse and explore how these can be best supported in practice. The re-
searchers are seeking expressions of interest from services working with young people who may be interested in having the 
opportunity to take part in this research project. The deadline is 7 July 2017. 
Source: University of Bedfordshire 
 

Improving young people’s mental wellbeing—Localis has published a report looking at ways of improving the mental wellbe-
ing of children and young people in England. Recommendations include: the Department for Education should ensure that a 
mandatory module on mental health is included in initial teacher training; ensuring that mental health is incorporated in social 
work training; and providing local authorities with the statutory duty to provide school-based support services for all young 
people between 11 and 18 who attend state maintained schools. 
Source: Localis Date: 21 June 2017 
Further information: A healthy state of mind: improving young people’s mental fitness (PDF) 
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SERIOUS CASE REVIEWS (SCRs) 
 

Serious case review—Hull Safeguarding Children Board (HSCB) has published a serious case review into the death of a child 
aged 4 weeks as a result of head trauma, associated with being violently shaken. The baby’s father, who had a history of do-
mestic abuse, was convicted of manslaughter and received a custodial sentence of 8.5 years. Key issues include: the challenges 
for practitioners where coercive control may be a feature in relationships and where victims may find it difficult to talk to pro-
fessionals about what their life is like. 
Source: HSCB  Date: 05 June 2017 
Further information: Hull Safeguarding Children Board: serious case review: Baby J (PDF) 
 
Serious case review—Hartlepool Safeguarding Children Board (HSCB) has published the reports of two serious case reviews 
into the murder of a vulnerable adult by two girls aged 13 and 14. They have also published an executive summary and board 
response. Key issues include: there is considerable evidence that both girls experienced abuse and neglect which had an im-
pact on their wellbeing and behaviour.  
Source: Hartlepool Safeguarding Children Board  Date: 13 June 2017 
Further information:  HSCB serious case review: executive summary and board response (PDF) 
HSCB serious case review: Olivia (PDF)    HSCB serious case review: Yasmine (PDF) 
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https://epi.org.uk/report/social-media-and-childrens-mental-health-a-review-of-the-evidence/
https://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Social-Media_Mental-Health_EPI-Report.pdf
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2017/june/mental-health.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/psychological-medicine/article/impact-of-dysfunctional-maternal-personality-traits-on-risk-of-offspring-depression-anxiety-and-selfharm-at-age-18-years-a-populationbased-longitudinal-study/7770976216FA5F5C17B7FF9DB98591
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/psychological-medicine/article/impact-of-dysfunctional-maternal-personality-traits-on-risk-of-offspring-depression-anxiety-and-selfharm-at-age-18-years-a-populationbased-longitudinal-study/7770976216FA5F5C17B7FF9DB98591
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secondary-school-staff-get-mental-health-first-aid-training
https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/understanding-autism/know-your-normal-research-four-out-of-five-young-people-with-autism-experience
https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/sites/default/files/Know%20your%20normal%20research%20report.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/ic/current-projects/learning-from-the-experts
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15Ci9KDtqZXtbbY94ylywyQB
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15CibNnfOWy6Cl3SBDFIDd84
http://www.hullcc.gov.uk/portal/page-_pageid=296,653222&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.hullcc.gov.uk/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/SAFEGUARDING_2010/PROFESSIONALS/HSCB_SERIOUS_CASE/FINAL_HSCB_Child_J_SCR_Report_for_PUBLICATION_19-5-17.pdf
http://www.lscbhartlepool.org/professionals/page/101
http://lscbhartlepool.org/assets/pdf/a53558d5e3ee23134c544be9903126ed.pdf
http://lscbhartlepool.org/assets/pdf/a02bdc380ee4b51666614db8e6c66fb2.pdf
http://lscbhartlepool.org/assets/pdf/9495590662e18742e28ccd7ee92b3ed7.pdf
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PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
 
Working with mothers with drug and alcohol problems—Community Care profiles the work of Trevi House, a drug and alco-
hol rehabilitation unit which houses women with their children in an attempt to keep them together.  
Source: Community Care  Date: June 22 2017 
 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller resources—The Children’s Society has made available resources produced to support professionals 
and carers working with Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities looking at how they can keep their young people safe from 
child sexual exploitation (CSE). Resources include: Stay safe; don’t send, an animated film made by Gypsy and Traveller young 
people to raise awareness among their peers about how to stay safe online; a guide for professionals; and leaflets and posters 
in English, Slovak and Romanian outlining the warning signs of CSE and where to find help and information. 
Source: The Children’s Society  Date: 29 June 2017 
Further information: Stay safe; don’t send: a practitioner’s guide (PDF)  
 
Tips for undertaking life story work—An article in Community Care looks at how to use life story work to help adopted chil-
dren explore and understand their early history. Tips include: giving careful consideration as to who should carry our the life 
story work with the child; meeting with the child on a consistent, regular basis; working  at the child’s pace and not being 
tempted to force them to engage with a particular issue. 
Source: Community Care  Date: 05 June 2017 
 
Children’s services in England: repeat referrals—The Department for Education (DfE) has published a report looking at the 
reasons behind children being referred to children’s social services more than once.  Analysis of data for 498,867 children re-
ferred to children’s services during the financial year 2010 -11 show that: older children are less likely to be re-referred; disa-
bled children are noticeably more likely to be re-referred than non-disabled children, when their primary need is not their dis-
ability. 
Source: DfE  Date: 20 July 2017 
Further information: Analysing repeated referrals to children’s services in England: research report (PDF) 

ON-LINE SAFETY 
 
On-line Safety & Exploitation—How do I know if I'm being groomed? 
Voice box, Childline’s weekly video chat, features Lucy Fallon who plays Bethany Platt in Coronation Street and Helen, a Child-
line counsellor, talking about grooming. They give advice on how to spot the signs of grooming and how young people can get 
support if they are worried that they or a friend are being groomed. 
Source: YouTube  Date: 07 June 2017  Further information: Childline 
 
Using anonymous online platforms—The UK Safer Internet Centre shares tips for professionals on talking to young people 
about anonymous online platforms. These are messaging apps which allow anyone to leave anonymous feedback about you 
upon request. Source: UK Safer Internet Centre  Date: 09 June 2017 
 

Online sexual coercion and extortion of children—Europol has published a report examining the online sexual coercion and 
extortion of children (oSCEC). oSCEC is a form of digital blackmail where sexual information or images are used to extort sexual 
material, sexual favours or money from children. Source: Europol  Date: 19 June 2017 

Further information: Online sexual coercion and extortion as a form of crime affecting children (PDF) 

 

Online safety conversation “icebreakers” - O2, as part of its partnership with the NSPCC to help all children and families in the 
UK stay safe together online, has created a series of weekly emails for parents and carers to help them start a conversation 
with their children about online safety.  
Source: O2NSPCC  Date: 29 June 2017   Further information: NSPCC 
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http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2017/06/22/inside-drug-rehab-giving-children-back-mothers/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-children/gypsy-roma-traveller-children-cse-resources
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/cfd224b_stay-safe-animation-resources_practioners-guide_v3_0.pdf
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2017/06/05/tips-undertaking-life-story-work/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childrens-services-in-england-repeat-referrals
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630811/Analysis_of_repeated_referrals_to_childrens_services_in_England.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN3bFc-GBTI
https://childline.org.uk/info-advice/friends-relationships-sex/sex-relationships/healthy-unhealthy-relationships/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/6-tips-talking-about-online-anonymity
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/police-across-europe-issue-warning-about-online-coercion-and-extortion-of-children
https://www.europol.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/online_sexual_coercion_and_extortion_as_a_form_of_crime_affecting_children_0.pdf
https://nspcc.o2.co.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety


PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
 
Child protection information sharing: free webinars—NHS Digital is running a series of webinars in August and September to 
help healthcare organisations and local authorities learn more about Child Protection - Information Sharing (CP-IS) and how 
to implement it. The CP-IS project is linking IT systems together and helping organisations to change business processes so 
that child protection information can be shared securely between local authorities and NHS unscheduled care settings. CP-IS 
aims to ensure that health and social care staff have a more complete picture of a child’s interactions with health and social 
care services.  
Source: NHS Digital  Date: 20 July 2017 
Further information: Implementing Child Protection Information Sharing (CP-IS) 
lCP-IS: what is it and how does it work? (YouTube video) 
 
Suicide by children and young people—The University of Manchester has published findings from a study of  suicide by chil-
dren and young people aged under 25 in England and Wales during 2014 and 2015. Information collected on 922 suicides 
includes: 9% of under 20s who died had been looked after children, and self-harm was reported in 52% of under 20′s and 41% 
of 20-24 year olds who died. 
Source: University of Manchester  Date: 13 July 2017 
Further information: Suicide by children and young people (PDF) 
 
Missing children—The Children’s Society has published a report looking at ways for children’s services and the police to work 
together to share information about missing children to better inform risk assessment, and build local intelligence of places 
and adults that may pose a risk to children. Findings from Freedom of Information (FOI) responses from 104 English local au-
thorities and 37 English police forces include: vulnerable children who run away are left at greater risk of abuse, harm and 
exploitation because important information about children is often not being shared between the police and local authorities; 
under two thirds (62) of local authorities that responded to the FOI do not share risk assessments with the local police for all 
looked-after children in their care. 
Source: Children’s Society  Date: 19 July 2017 
Further information: Making connections: understanding how local agencies can better keep children safe (PDF) 
 
Exploitation of children by criminal gangs—The All Party Parliamentary Group on Runaway and Missing Children and Adults 
has published a briefing report looking at the needs of children targeted by gangs and risks to their safety and highlighting 
how risks of grooming for criminal exploitation by gangs are not routinely identified when a child is reported missing to the 
police. Recommendations include: the Department for Education should ensure the risks of grooming and exploitation for 
criminality should be included on the curriculum for healthy relationships and taught in both primary and secondary schools; 
resources for parents and carers should be made available; a new national database for missing people implemented as soon 
as possible to make it easier for police to share information about missing young people across force areas. 
Source: Missing People  Date: 14 July 2017 
Further information: APPG on runaway and missing children and adults:  briefing report on the roundtable on children who 
go missing and are criminally exploited by gangs (PDF) 
 
‘Signs of safety’ practice in children’s services: an evaluation -The Department for Education (DfE) has published an evalua-
tion project to transform children’s services in 10 local authorities by implementing signs of safety (SoS) practice which aims 
to improve the quality of direct social work with children, young people and their families. Findings from a survey of 471 so-
cial workers who participated on the project include: improved quality of their assessments since the adoption of the SoS 
programme; better communication with families, and greater inclusion of children and young people. Findings from inter-
views with 270 families showed that 52% were satisfied with the contact with social workers and believed their lives had 
been improved as a result. 
Source: DfE Date: 06 July 2017 
Further information: Evaluation of Signs of safety in 10 pilots: research report (PDF)  

Sefton LSCB Business Team hopes you find these links/information useful.  If you have any comments or suggestions please contact the 
team on Tel. 0151 934 3366 or email seftonlscb@sefton.gov.uk  
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https://www.digital.nhs.uk/child-protection-information-sharing
http://web.ict.hscic.gov.uk/hscicgovuk-amnje/pages/98c636ae8a61e711810a5065f38b05d1.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-APrs4MhZM
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/reports/cyp_2017_report.pdf
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/resources-and-publications/making-connections-understanding-how-local-agencies-can-better
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/making-connections-how-local-agencies-can-keep-missing-children-safe.pdf
http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=932:new-report-highlights-exploitation-of-children-by-criminal-gangs&catid=11&Itemid=160
http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/files/PandR/APPG%20Missing,%20Gangs%20and%20Exploitation%20Roundtable%20Report.pdf
http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/files/PandR/APPG%20Missing,%20Gangs%20and%20Exploitation%20Roundtable%20Report.pdf
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15JFc0vdVS7gOHcMNimZVMja
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/15JFe3f0jOHUfQiwknHa2qAD
mailto:seftonlscb@sefton.gov.uk

