
Catch22 Pan Merseyside CE Service 

Catch22’s Pan Merseyside CSE and CCE service forms part of Victim 
Care Merseyside which is funded by Merseyside’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner and responds to and fully support young people who are 
currently involved in CSE, CCE, gangs and trafficking, through both one to 
one and group work. 

• Short and long-term support for young people
• Reduce any further risk
• Group work 
• CSE/CCE training for professionals.
• A consultation service



What is CSE?

Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where 
an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to 
coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age 
of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim 
needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased 
status of the perpetrator or facilitator. 

The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity 
appears consensual. 

Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can 
also occur through the use of technology. 

The definition used by the Government in it’s guidance in England 
2017



Dispelling myths….

• Children can consent to their own sexual exploitation.

• The victim invited sex by the way that they dressed.

• CSE is only a problem in ethnic/cultural communities.

• Only girls and young women are victims.

• The victim is in a relationship with the alleged 
offender is therefore a willing partner.

All of these elements were referred to at some point in historic files seen 
as part of the Rotherham investigation into CSE



7 stages of Grooming

• Targeting – Perpetrator decides where to find a YP they can exploit. 
• Contact – Perp makes initial contact with the YP.
• Keeping Contact – Perp ensures they are able to make contact 

again. 
• Perceived Positive Behaviour – Perp tries to appear as a safe 

person by providing YP with something that they need or want, saying 
and doing things which are ‘kind natured’.

• Negative Behaviour – Perp introduces YP to things that a safe 
person would never do. 

• Control and Reinforcement – The perp now wants control of the YP 
and reinforce dependency.

• Sexual Exploitation – The perp involves the YP in something sexual 
that he/she will benefit from. 



Child Criminal Exploitation



Definition of Child Criminal Exploitation 

There is no legal definition of Child Criminal Exploitation in England.

‘Involves exploitative situations, contexts and relationships where young 
people (or a third person or persons) receive ‘something’ (e.g. food, 
accommodation, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, affection, gifts, money) as a 
result of them completing a task on behalf of another individual or group of 
individuals; this is often of a criminal nature. Violence, coercion and 
intimidation are common, involvement in exploitative relationships being 
characterised in the main by the child or young person’s limited availability 
of choice resulting from their social/economic and/or emotional 
vulnerability.’



Grooming Stages

Friendship
Groomer/gang builds a friendship with the young person. Making them feel 
like a valued member of the group. Often gift them with money, alcohol, 
drugs, lifts places etc.
Trust 
They then give  responsibility to young person. I.e. – Holding a package 
overnight – in return they received £50. This makes them feel like the 
group trust them. The young person may feel in debt to the group gang 
“for everything they’ve done for them”
Threat 
The group may then begin to ask the young person to carry out serious 
crimes, if the young person refuses, the group will then threaten the young 
person, making them feeling cohered into it. 



Gangs 

The government now defines a gang as having one or more 
characteristics that enable its members to be identified as a group by 
others. Amendments were made to the statutory definition of a gang in 
2015 to make it less prescriptive and more flexible.

Common characteristics of gangs:
• Street-based young people who see themselves as a group
• Engages in criminal activity and violence
• Lays claim over territory
• Has an identifying feature – “Tag, uniform” trademark”
• Usually in conflict with other gangs
(The Centre for Social Justice)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYFw6kiRkus



Organised Crime Gangs OCG’s

“Organised crime can be defined as serious crime planned, coordinated 
and conducted by people working together on a continuing basis. Their 
motivation is often, but not always, financial gain. Organised criminals 
working together for a particular criminal activity or activities are called an 
organised crime group.”  
(National Crime agency) 

Police intel from 2017 show that there are 200 organised gangs built upon a 
foundation of almost 3,000 criminals and their associates are believed to be 
operating across Merseyside



Girls in Gangs 

• Research and intel indicates that young girls are being recruited in gangs and 
then used to recruit other young people to be exploited.

• Girls tend to be less willing than boys to identify themselves as gang members 
but tend to be drawn into male gangs as girlfriends of existing members.

• Girls may be used as “trophies” or “rewards”. If gang members carry out “jobs” 
well,  they are “rewarded” by receiving sexual favours off one of the girls 
involved in the gang.

• A study conducted by the Female Voice in Violence has highlighted the growing 
involvement of females in gangs.

• Sammy woodhouse- Abused from the age of 14, met gang leader who abused 
her emotionally, physically and sexually for a number of years. She talks about 
the Rotherham child grooming gang. Sammy wants to see a ‘Sammy’s Law’ 
introduced for those who were forced to commit crimes by criminals.



County Lines

County lines activity involves a gang, using young people to sell Class A 
drugs in smaller  urban locations & costal town. 

It is believed that OCG’s and gangs are exploiting young people to “carry 
out the dirty work”. 

The young person becomes involved due to paying off a “debt” to the 
gang or in order to receive a reward.

As part of this activity cuckooing takes place. This is when the OCG or 
gang will take over a local property normally belonging to a vulnerable 

person & use it for their activities. 



Missing and Gangs

• Exploitation and coercion are 
overarching themes linking all the 
factors pushing or pulling gang-involved 
children and young people to run away. 

• The market in illegal drugs is a key 
activity for gang-involved children and 
young people. 

• Children and young people go missing 
as they are forced to pay off debts to 
gang members.

• There is a clear tendency to criminalise 
children and young people, and regard 
repeated missing episodes as evidence 
of lower risk rather than a need for 
safeguarding

Running the Risks – June 2015
Rachel Sturrock and Lucy Holmes
Catch22 Dawes Unit & “Missing People”



Push and pull factors 

• There are a number of factors that may make a child more 
vulnerable to CE – particularly those experiencing difficult 
family or personal circumstances – known as ‘push and 
pull’ factors.  Whilst this won’t always be the case, abusive 
adults will look out for signs of vulnerability in selecting 
children to target.  

• Abusers will spend time getting to know their victims, 
using grooming techniques to gain the child’s attention, 
admiration and affection, which often taps into insecurities 
or a desire for acceptance and status by the child.  



Push and pull factors 

PUSH
• Children who have been victims of 

abuse.
• Children from households where DV 

has been a feature.
• Children whose parents are 

vulnerable – substance misuse/ 
mental illness/learning. 
difficulties/own history of abuse.

• Family breakdown/disrupted family 
life/problematic parenting.

• Insecure immigration status.
• Children with disabilities.
• Children with EBD (Emotional and 

Behavioural Difficulties).

PULL
• Being liked/fancied by someone older 

- enough that a stranger asks them 
for their mobile number.

• Meeting someone who thinks they 
are special – via internet/in person.

• Receiving alcohol, drugs, money, 
food or gifts. 

• Getting a buzz and the excitement of 
risk taking behaviour.

• Being offered somewhere to stay 
where there are no rules or 
boundaries.

• Being taken along to adult 
entertainment venues.

• Being given lifts, taken to new 
places, having adventures with 
‘friends’.



Signs of Exploitation

• Withdrawn from family.
• Secretive behaviour
• Blocking family or friends on social media
• Unexplained injures
• MFH or repeat running. 
• New expensive items
• Expensive hobbies i.e Alcohol & Drugs
• Involved with older peers
• Large sums of money that goes unexplained.
• Aggressive or difficult behaviour 
• Truanting or long term absences from school
• Being driven around in unknown cars or taxi’s
• Lack of respect for peers or those in authority.
• Associating with new friends who aren’t known to parents



How to talk about CSE/Keeping safe with 
children and young people

• “A boy/young man (or girl/young woman) is sexually exploited 
when someone uses something he/she needs or wants to get 
him/her involved in sexual stuff” – Young Person definition for CSE 
from BLAST - BLAST - http://mesmac.co.uk/projects/blast/for-
professionals/resources

• ‘Exploited’ – CEOP - Healthy/Unhealthy Relationships and CSE

• Cody’s Choices – NWG

• ‘BAIT’ – NWG – CSE and Peer/Gang/Party/Boyfriend Model

• Josh and Sue; ‘Know Your Friends’ – CEOP – SEN

• ‘Whitney’s Story’ – CEOP/Eastenders - Grooming



Concerned about CSE?:

If you are concerned that a young person is being exploited you should

- Consider the CSE warning signs and vulnerabilities checklist

- Discuss this with your Manager 

- If following discussion, you are still concerned, then complete 
Safeguarding Referral and CSE1 with as much detail regarding the 
concerns as possible. Send CSE1 form to cse@sefton.gcsx.gov.uk

- Include - names of associates, locations of concerns, details of     
missing incidents 

- Include a  summary of CSE concerns - Why do you think this child 
is at risk of being exploited or is a victim of sexual exploitation? 



Sefton Protocol - CCE

Sefton implements a Multi-Agency Response to Serious and Organised
Crime. A sub group was introduced to focus on children and young people
either on the periphery or already involved in criminal activity. In addition
Sefton has a ‘Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub’ (MASH) to ensure effective
multi-agency safeguarding risk management, information sharing and
intervention.

Referrals are sent directly to the co-ordinator responsible for CARMAC by
professionals with concerns. Together the multi-agency conferences can
identify the cases considered high risk, not just due to the level of criminality
but primarily due to the safeguarding concerns that a young person’s
behaviour presents to him/herself, their family and the local community.
CARMAC are held every two months to discuss and identify appropriate
support for individuals.

Professionals from schools, health and our voluntary sector partners can also
approach the partnership for prevention work via the referral process.



Reporting Concerns/ Support

Phone 999 if risk is imminent / assault happened or is likely to
… Or record and report concerns to the Police 101 (non-emergency)

Children’s Social Care (Contact Centre) – 0151 140 0845 or 934 3555 (EDT)

Childline - 0800 1111
www.childline.org.uk

Gangsline - 0800 032 9538 - Free advice and support form ex-gang members
www.gangsline.com

24 hour National Domestic Violence Helpline - 0808 2000 247
www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk/

Crimestoppers - 0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Sefton Sexual Health Service – 01704 513303
https://www.seftonsexualhealth.co.uk/



PAIR (Partnership Automated Intelligence Report):

If you have any intelligence to submit…
Call: 0151 777 8100 
Automated recording system will ask you to 'dial 1' if you work for 
Merseyside Police or 'dial 2' if you work for a partner agency.

You must give your name, organisation and the intelligence report you 
wish to submit. 
Call will be concluded after the caller is asked how they know this 
intelligence.

Partners can report intelligence to PAIR 24 hours a day, 
365 days of the year.



Contact details for Pan Mersey CE team

If you would like to speak to a member of the team to discuss the support offered 
or how to refer into Catch22’s Pan Merseyside CSE/CCE team or would like to 
arrange a group work or training session please contact:
Catch22’s Victims Senior Service Coordinator:
• Ellie Fairgrieve – 0151 934 2535 / 07764 810740 or Ellie.fairgrieve@catch-

22.org.uk

Catch22’s Pan Merseyside Child Exploitation Case Workers - 0151 934 2535
• Richard.grindey@catch-22.org.uk 07545 422811 (Wirral)
• Sally.murphy@catch-22.org.uk 07894 621846 (Liverpool)
• Libbie.hinds@catch-22.org.uk 07515 191895 (Sefton)
• Emma.murphy@catch-22.org.uk 07879 422615 (Knowsley)
• Michelle.ford@catch-22.org.uk 07540 668946 (St Helens)


