
1 Neglect is a key priority of Sefton LSCB, as identified 

in its Business Plan. Sefton has a Neglect Strategy  in place 
which is led by the Local Authority and supported by the 
multi-agency partnership. Neglect is the main factor in 46% 
of Child Protection (CP) plans in England (Source: Depart-
ment for Education (2016).  In Sefton 26% of CP Plans are 
under the category of Neglect.  Neglect does exist in Sefton 
however, we need to get better at recognising it. 

Neglect is a serious concern 
Whilst Neglect is estimated to affect up to one in   
ten children, it occurs when parents or carers  
Cannot or will not meet a child’s basic  
needs. This might be because they do  
not have the necessary skills or support,  
or because of the impact of other  
Problems. 

2 Why it Matters  

  Neglect has lifelong consequences  
and affects the global development  

in children. In some cases or it can be  
fatal. Neglect also affects longer term  

welfare, with negative consequences for  
physical and mental health over the lifetime. 

Neglect can also lead to difficulties in forming 
and maintaining relationships, lower educational 

achievements, and increased risk of substance 
misuse. The impact of neglect depends on the 

type, severity and frequency as well as the  
resilience and protective factors for the  

particular child. 

 

3  
Information  

Neglect is not a one-off dramatic event, 
but rather an accumulation of issues over 
time. It can happen to children of all ages 
including teenagers. The definition of Ne-

glect is: The persistent failure to meet a 
child's basic physical and/or psychologi-

cal needs, likely to result in the serious  
impairment of the child's health or  

development. Neglect may occur  
during pregnancy as a result of  

maternal substance abuse. 
Once a child is born, neglect  

may involve a parent or carer  
failing to: 

  
 

4  
Information cont’d. 

 provide adequate food, clothing  

 and shelter (including exclusion 
from home or abandonment); 

 protect a child from physical and  

 emotional harm or danger; 

 ensure adequate supervision  

 (including the use of inadequate 
care-givers); or  

 ensure access to appropriate  

 medical care or treatment.   
 

It may also include neglect of, or unre-
sponsiveness to, a child’s basic  

emotional needs. 
 

5 Professional Curiosity 

Whilst the presence of a potential indicator of 
neglect does not necessarily mean that a child is 
being neglected, it will always warrant further 
investigation. Practitioners must be professionally  
curious’ to determine further information in the 
interests of the child. It is essential that profes-
sionals exercise professional curiosity at all times 
as it is likely that signs of any form of abuse in-
cluding neglect will be identified when dealing 
with an un-associated incident.  
Causes 
The causes of neglect are generally  
compromised parenting capacity, and it  
is telling that in many cases, the cause is  
recorded as poor parental mental 
health (54%), domestic abuse (52%),  
substance misuse (49%) or alcohol  
misuse (38%). This suggests the issue  
of neglect can be disguised by the  
other, more obvious, presenting  
issues. 
 

6 What to Do  

Be vigilant to the presence of neglect! 
Realise that adults (parent and  
professionals) speak of neglect  
differently from children, and be pre- 
pared to listen out for children’s stories.  Listen to 
what is being said and ensure that you know and do 
better to understand the child’s lived experience; 
‘What is a day in the life of the child like?’ Look out 
for low level concerns which may be warning signs 
for later neglect Intervene earlier to assist families 
before the crisis stage has been reached. 
Ask yourself “What a day in the life of the child is 
like?” 

7 Materials of Support  

Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility 
Sefton has worked in partnership with the NSPCC to 

trial the Graded Care Profile 2 (GPC 2).  This is the rec-
ognised tool which practitioners (in our area) working 

in Early Help are trained to use across the partnership.  
The tool helps practitioners better assess circumstanc-

es where Neglect is thought to be present within a fam-
ily.  For practitioners not  licenced to use the GCP2, 

Sefton has implemented the Neglect Toolkit which has 
been launched for anyone to use. 

Preventing Neglect needs action from everyone! 
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