
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Conference 2016 

Challenging Inequalities: Narrowing The Gap 
 

Tuesday 1st November 2016, 11am-4pm 
at Crosby Lakeside Adventure Centre (CLAC) 

Cambridge Rd, Waterloo, Liverpool L22 1RR 

 
Featuring guest speakers and workshops including:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+  an exclusive screening of the 2015 documentary 

 

(optional for delegates)  

+ An introduction to the Living Well Sefton service  
and launch of the associated community fund 

 

+ An opportunity to find out more about 
 the Imagine Sefton 2030 Vision  

 

 



Conference Programme  

10.30am ------------------------------------------- Arrival & Registration -----------------------------------------  

 

11.00am Welcome and Introduction    Angela White OBE,  

                                                                                                          Chief Executive, Sefton CVS 

Why Inequalities Matter   Matt Ashton, Director of Public Health,  

       Sefton Council 

‘Making The Case for Local’ Neil Berry, Director of Services, Locality 

‘Poverty and the Health Divide’ Professor Hilary Russell, European Institute for 

Urban Affairs, John Moores University 

Launch of the  Living Well Sefton   Cllr Ian Moncur, Cabinet Member for  

service and associated community fund Health & Wellbeing 

 

12.30pm ---------------------------------------- Networking Lunch -----------------------------------------------  

                                                                        & Living Well Sefton Showcase 

1.30pm  Screening: ‘The Divide’ (90 mins) 

1.30pm  Workshop 1   

Making The Case for Local: Barriers   Neil Berry, Director of Services, Locality 

and How to Overcome Them     

1.30pm  Workshop 2    
Understanding Value and    Joshua Reid, New Economy Manchester 
Returns on Investment   

 

2.30pm ------------------------------------------Break & Refreshments  ---------------------------------------------- 

 

2.50pm  Workshop 3 

 Big Lottery Fund Programmes   Conor Cross, Big Lottery Fund 

2.50pm Workshop 4           

Devolution: dream or nightmare?       Warren Escadale, Chief Executive, VSNW 

3.50pm  CLOSE 

 

Location Key 

 

Lakeside Suite  The Heron Suite  The Kingfisher Suite  Classrooms 5/6 



About the Conference  

This year, the Sefton Council for Voluntary Service (CVS) Annual Conference focuses on inequalities in health and wellbeing and the 
role of the voluntary, community and faith sector plays in narrowing the gap.  

Featuring guest speakers and workshop facilitators such as the Sefton’s Director of Public Health, Locality, New Economy 
Manchester, Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW) and the Big Lottery Fund, the 2016 conference will also showcase a number of 
voluntary sector organisations working to tackle health inequalities and promoting wellbeing.  

 

“On behalf of Sefton CVS, I am delighted to welcome a range of guest speakers and workshop facilitators to Sefton for this year’s 

Annual Conference, Challenging Inequalities: Narrowing The Gap.  

Following last year’s ‘New Realities In Action’ Conference, this year’s event is organised in partnership with Matt Ashton, the Director 

of Public Health, Sefton Council and will explore the challenges of health inequalities with contributions from local, regional and 

national commentators. 

We are also pleased to showcase a number of local voluntary sector delivery partners from the newly-established Living Well Sefton 

service, so please take this opportunity to find out more about the service and the new Living Well Sefton Community Fund.   

I hope you enjoy this year’s Conference, and I look forward to seeing you.”  

 

Angela White OBE 

Chief Executive, Sefton CVS 

 

About the Venue  

Crosby Lakeside Adventure Centre is a stunning Water Sports and Visitor Centre 
located in the heart of Crosby Coastal Park, Waterloo.  

Forming part of the gateway to the Mersey Estuary, sitting alongside the 
internationally renowned Antony Gormley's Another Place Iron Men statues, this 
really is an area of outstanding natural beauty. The Centre also offers a stunning bar 
and bistro, an Activate fitness suite, accommodation and fabulous suites available to 
hire, perfect for any social event. 

WiFi  
The venue is WiFi enabled throughout. Please confirm that you agree to the terms 
and conditions of use using your internet browser to gain access. 

Toilets  
Female and disabled toilets can be found near the entrance to the Lakeside Bistro. Male toilets are located in the main foyer behind 
the staircase.  

Alternative toilets are located at the rear of the venue, near Classrooms 5 & 6. Please ask a member of staff if you require any 
further guidance. 

Map of the venue  
All delegates should find a map of the venue included in the delegate pack to assist in navigating the centre throughout the day. If 
you have any questions or require any support, please contact one a member of staff. 

 

Join the conversation:  Delegates are invited to share their 

comments, photos and updates on Twitter using the hashtag 
#SCVSConference or by mentioning @SeftonCVS .   

Twitter activity is encouraged throughout the day, and a ‘Tweet Board’ 
is located in the Lakeside Suite showcasing highlights from the day.  



About the Speakers 

Angela White OBE   Chief Executive, Sefton CVS 

Angela has worked in Merseyside as Chief Executive of Sefton CVS for twenty-four years, following studies in 
Lancaster and Manchester obtaining Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity degrees. She has led CVS 
through its development and growth as a local infrastructure agency nationally recognised for development 
of support services to frontline organisations and developing new services. Angela has extensive experience 
in leading successful social and community programme teams and initiatives over the last twenty years. She 
has held a number of roles as Chair both locally and within organisations within the City Region. Angela was 
recently awarded an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List for her services to community action.  

 

Matt Ashton   Director of Public Health, Sefton Council 

Matthew Ashton has held the position of Director of Public Health in Knowsley since October 2012, and 
since March 2016 has also taken on the role of Director of Public Health for Sefton. Matthew was Chair of 
ChaMps, the Cheshire and Merseyside Public Health Collaborative Service, until September 2016, and is 
lead Merseyside Director of Public Health for the Liverpool City Region NHS and Local Government 
Collaborative Leadership Group, Domestic Abuse Prevention, and Public Health Intelligence. Matthew also 
has wider responsibilities for Environmental Health & Consumer Protection, and Culture & Libraries in 
Knowsley, and for Leisure Services in Sefton. 

Matthew is a Fellow of the Faculty of Public Health, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Public Health.  He 
has worked in Knowsley since 2005, having previously been Deputy Director of Public Health, and held 
positions at the North West Public Health Observatory / Centre for Public Health, Liverpool John Moores 
University, and at Health Protection Agency North West. 

Matthew is passionate about wellbeing, social justice and reducing health inequalities, and is keen on 
exploring different ways of communicating with and on behalf of communities, especially through art and 
film.  He lives in Liverpool with his wife and two young children 

 

Neil Berry   Director of Services, Locality  

Neil Berry has worked for Locality for 11 years and is currently Director of Services, having previously been 
Head of Enterprise and before that Development Manager for Yorkshire and Humber.  He now oversees the 
business development and programme work of Locality, managing a team of 25 staff based right across 
England.  In 2013 Neil co-authored the influential report “Saving Money by Doing the Right Thing: Why 
Local-by-Default must replace Diseconomies of Scale” 

Prior to joining Locality, Neil managed a development trust in Sheffield, setting up recruitment, translation, 
recycling and business support enterprises.  During this time he also completed a Masters degree in 
Community Enterprise.  He has now worked exclusively in the community enterprise sector for the past 19 
years. 

 

Professor Hilary Russell  European Institute for Urban Affairs, JMU 

Hilary Russell is Emeritus Professor of Urban Policy in Liverpool John Moores University. Prior to 
retirement, she had extensive experience in evaluating and writing about urban regeneration. She is a 
longstanding trustee of Liverpool CVS and is currently Chair.  She is also chair of Together Liverpool, the 
joint venture organisation between the Diocese of Liverpool and the Church Urban Fund which support 
faith-based social action and she is co-chair of Feeding Liverpool. Her book, ‘A Faithful Presence: working 
together for the common good’ was published a year ago.  

 

 



About the Workshops  

Workshop 1  Making The Case for Local: Exploring Local    1.30pm The Heron Suite 
Barriers and How to Overcome Them       

with Neil Berry, Director of Services, Locality    

This workshop will explore some of the themes raised in Neil’s keynote address, and will look at each of 
the key “Drivers to Scale” and use the local knowledge in the room to consider how relevant each of 
these drivers are in the Sefton context, and most importantly, what we can do to combat them. 

Neil Berry has worked for Locality for 11 years and is currently Director of Services, having previously been Head of Enterprise and 
before that Development Manager for Yorkshire and Humber.  He now oversees the business development and programme work of 
Locality, managing a team of 25 staff based right across England.   

In 2013 Neil co-authored the influential report “Saving Money by Doing the Right Thing: Why Local-by-
Default must replace Diseconomies of Scale” 

Prior to joining Locality, Neil managed a development trust in Sheffield, setting up recruitment, 
translation, recycling and business support enterprises.  During this time he also completed a Masters 
degree in Community Enterprise.  He has now worked exclusively in the community enterprise sector for 
the past 19 years. 

 

 

 

 

Workshop 2    Social Value and Return on Investment         1.30pm The Kingfisher Suite 
 
with Joshua Reid, Senior Analyst, New Economy Manchester 

Whilst there may be an instinctive sense of social value in investment within third sector 
organisations, providing evidence of the cost benefit of investment in the third sector can be more 
challenging.  

New Economy delivers policy, strategy and research for Greater Manchester’s economic growth and 
prosperity. Working on behalf of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority and the Greater 
Manchester Local Enterprise Partnership, New Economy have developed innovative ways of 
demonstrating the cost benefits of investment in a range of projects and programmes 

With support from central government, New Economy have developed tools that demonstrate the 
amount of taxpayers’ money that can be saved by working differently and the impact this can have on 
the quality of services enjoyed by residents. 

In the short-term robust Cost Benefit Analysis work will save money, through identifying which programmes provide the greatest 
operational efficiencies. In the longer-term this work will drive economic growth, by focusing resources on those programmes which 
are proven to deliver social and economic opportunity. 

In this workshop, Joshua Reid from New Economy will be providing an overview of the process and value of robust cost benefits 
analysis and how this can enable voluntary, faith and community organisations to demonstrate their value in tackling health 
inequalities as a greater Merseyside combined authority begins to develop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Workshop 3   Big Lottery Fund Programmes       2.50pm The Heron Suite 

with Conor Cross & David Parkinson, Big Lottery Fund     

This session will provide an overview of the current Big Lottery Fund programmes and 
opportunities, with details of how your organisation can get involved. In addition to this 
workshop, Big Lottery Fund staff will be available throughout the day for one-to-one discussions 
with local groups.their value in tackling health inequalities as a greater Merseyside combined 
authority begins to develop.  

Conor Cross is the Big Lottery Fund’s Local Funding Officer and currently covers the Liverpool City 
Region (Liverpool, Knowsley, Sefton, Wirral, St. Helens, Halton). Conor looks to support local groups at the pre-application stage for 
Awards For All and Reaching Communities, he also gathers local intelligence to assist the assessors when making decisions on 
funding applications. 

David Parkinson is the Big Lottery Fund’s Policy and Learning manager for Merseyside and Lancashire. David engages and works 
with local stakeholders on a number of key programmes at the Fund i.e. Building Better Opportunities and within the local team to 
realise the vision of the Fund’s new strategic framework across the North West. 

 

 

 

 

Workshop 4   Devolution: dream or nightmare?                 2.50pm The Kingfisher Suite 

with Warren Escadale, Chief Executive, Voluntary Sector North West  

Warren Escadale is the new Chief Executive of Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW). Prior to this he 

was the Policy and Research Manager at VSNW for over six years, having previously worked for the 

National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA) for ten years. Through Regional 

Voices, VSNW is a Department of Health VCS Strategic Partner. 

Liverpool City Region became a combined authority on 1st April 2014, agreed a devolution deal last 

November and will have a city region Mayor in 2017. But what will this mean for communities? How can 

devolution tackle health inequality in the City Region? How can it create the opportunities needed? 

What do we need to ask for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An introduction to the Living Well Sefton service   The Lakeside Suite 
and launch of the associated community fund 

We are delighted to launch the Living Well Sefton Grants Fund at this year’s Annual 

Conference. The £50,000 fund will be available to VCF Groups to delivery community 

wellbeing initiatives, and will be administered by Sefton CVS, and Cabinet Member for 

Health & Wellbeing Councillor Ian Moncur will be providing more details about the 

fund during the Conference. The fund is also available to community members who are 

supported by a Living Well Sefton partner. 

Living Well Sefton is a new partnership coordinated by Sefton CVS to aiming to improve the health and wellbeing of Sefton residents 

with a focus on those living in the most deprived areas. Living Well Sefton is a collaboration between Active Sefton, May  Logan 

Centre, Brighter Living Partnerships, Feel Good Factory, Fun4Kidz, Citizens Advice Sefton and the NHS Specialist Stop Smoking 

Service and offers an holistic, person centred approach to improving wellbeing. 

 

 

Documentary Screening: The Divide      The Lakeside Suite 

In addition to offering a choice of workshops at this year’s Conference, Sefton CVS are delighted to working in partnership with 

Sefton Council’s Public Health colleagues and the North West Coast’s Collaboration for Leadership in Applied Health Research and 

Care (CLAHRC) to offer an exclusive screening of the 2015 critically acclaimed 

documentary  The Divide.  

PLEASE NOTE: This screening is being provided as an optional alternative to attending 

the workshops during the afternoon of the Conference, and will be shown in the 

Lakeside Suite from approximately 1.30pm. The documentary’s running time is 78 

minutes.   

The Divide is a UK/US documentary film directed by British film-maker Katharine 

Round. It was produced by Katharine Round and Christopher Hird.  The documentary is 

an adaptation of the acclaimed 2009 socio-economic book The Spirit Level by Richard 

G. Wilkinson and Kate Pickett. The book argues that there are "pernicious effects that 

inequality has on societies: eroding trust, increasing anxiety and illness, (and) 

encouraging excessive consumption".  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


