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Welcome 

 
Welcome to the monthly edition of the Department of Health’s Voluntary 

Sector Partnership Team’s newsletter for the voluntary sector.  
 

The Voluntary Sector Partnership Team works to embed the value of the 

voluntary and community sector in to mainstream policy development within 
DH and build stronger partnerships with the sector. 
 
Mailing list 

 

Please feel free to forward this newsletter on to your networks and 
memberships. If anyone would like to be put onto our mailing list and receive 
this newsletter, news alerts and invitations to our joint learning events for the 

sector, please email vcsmail@dh.gsi.gov.uk  
  
In this month’s edition….. 

 
1. Update from the Department of Health  
2. NHS England Update 
3. Public Health England News 
4. Consultations 

5. Voluntary Sector Strategic Partner News and Events  
6. Other News 

 
1. Update from the Department of Health  

 
New Permanent Secretary for the Department of Health 

Chris Wormald has been appointed as the new Permanent Secretary for the 
Department of Health, following Dame Una O’Brien’s recent announcement 

that she is to step down from the role. Chris will move across from his current 
role of Permanent Secretary at the Department for Education. The 
appointment has been made by the Cabinet Secretary with the approval of the 
Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for Health. 

 
To read more, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-permanent-
secretary-for-the-department-of-health 
 
Prime Minister pledges a revolution in mental health treatment 

The Prime Minister has announced almost a billion pounds of investment to 
enhance mental health services across the country, targeted support for new 
mums and the first ever waiting time targets for teenagers with eating 

disorders. 

http://comms.dh.ois.net/thehub/2013/02/20/dh-takes-on-new-government-single-brand/crest_150x150
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To read more, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-
pledges-a-revolution-in-mental-health-treatment 
 
Adult Autism Strategy progress report published 

The progress report on Think Autism - the updated strategy for adults with 
autism in England was published on 14 January. Think Autism updated the 
2010 Cross Government Autism Strategy in April 2014. The progress report 

has now been issued setting out what has been achieved since then and 
setting 31 new actions to continue to help local areas implement the autism 
strategy. 
  

The Progress Report and Easy Read version can be accessed 
at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-report-on-strategy-
for-adults-with-autism  

 
New alcohol guidelines show increased risk of cancer 

New guidelines for alcohol consumption, produced by the UK Chief Medical 
Officers, warn that drinking any level of alcohol increases the risk of a range 

of cancers. This is supported by a new review from the Committee on 
Carcinogenicity (CoC) on alcohol and cancer risk. 
 
To read more, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-alcohol-

guidelines-show-increased-risk-of-cancer 
 
PHE confirms flu is now circulating 

The Chief Medical Officer has advised antivirals drugs may now be used for 

treatment of flu. 
 
Latest figures from Public Health England (PHE) indicate flu is now circulating 
in the community, with increases seen for several indicators in particular 

influenza confirmed hospitalisations amongst younger adults.  
 
To read more, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/phe-confirms-flu-
is-now-circulating 

 
NHS clampdown on staffing agencies saves millions of pounds 

Hospitals are saving millions thanks to government and NHS crackdown on 
use of management consultants and agency staff, new figures show. 

 
Figures released by the health regulator, NHS Improvement, show the 
amount hospitals spend on management consultants has fallen sharply over 
the last few months by £42 million. Spend has fallen from £145 million in July-

September 2014 to £103 million in the same period in 2015. 
 
To read more, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-clampdown-
on-staffing-agencies-saves-millions-of-pounds 
 
Funding for homelessness projects 

The Department of Health has awarded £38.7 million of grants to 
homelessness and housing charities who were invited to bid for funding in 
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March 2015 - another £3.4 million has been provided by the Greater London 
Authority. 

The money is being made available under the Homelessness Change and 
Platform for Life programmes over the next 2 years.  

To read more and see a list of the 60 projects, go to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-for-homelessness-projects 
 
2016 New Year Honours for health and social care services 

The 2016 New Year Honours recognise the achievements of a wide range of 
people throughout the health and social care sector. 
 

People from across the health and care community have been acknowledged 
for their service in the latest New Year Honours awards. 
 
To read more, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2016-new-year-

honours-for-health-and-social-care-services 
 
2. NHS England Update 

 
Have you ever been an outpatient, or know someone who has? 
Patient Choice: Have you been referred for an outpatient appointment – 
what do you know about your right to choose? 

Initial research has shown that when patients are referred for an outpatient 

appointment, they quite often do not know that they have the right to make 
choices about where the appointment takes place and which consultant lead 
team treats them. 
 

NHS England’s Patient Choice Unit is holding a series of regional patient 
engagement events to find out what patients know about their legal rights to 
choice and how they would like to receive information about their outpatient 
appointment options.  The findings from these events will inform 

improvements to the national patient choice programme and will help to shape 
a national awareness raising campaign.  
 
They would like to invite the public, patients and carers to take part in these 

events and share your knowledge, understanding or experience of patient 
choice with us.  They want your views on how to increase awareness and the 
uptake of choice within the NHS. 
 

The events will take place between 10.30 and 2.30 on the following dates in 

the locations below.  If you would like to take part in one of these events, 
please register via the relevant links below: 
 

 18 February 2016, London: www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/993   

 19 February 2016, Birmingham: 
http://www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/994  

  22 February 2016, Leeds: http://www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/995   

 24 February, Southampton: http://www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/996   
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 25 February, Bristol: http://www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/997    

 29 February, Newcastle: http://www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/998   

 3 March, Peterborough: http://www.events.england.nhs.uk/all/999  
 
Framework for Patient and Public Participation in Primary Care 
Commissioning: please can you help us? 

The views of patients and the public, and staff, are very valuable to in shaping 
the future approach to participation.  A working group including internal and 
external stakeholders has developed a draft Framework for Patient and Public 
Participation in Primary Care Commissioning. NHS England is seeking 

comments on the draft from patients and the public, including the voluntary 
and community sector. 
  
The Framework is available here along with a short set of questions.  

https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/participation-
framework/consult_view 
  

Please give your views by Friday 12 February 2016. 

 
NHS England launches new events area on website 

NHS England has launched a new events area on its website, making access 
to events information even easier and clearer. This new section has 
everything you could want to know about events in one place from upcoming 
NHS England events for professionals across the health and care system, to 

the conferences NHS England will be exhibiting at in 2016.  
 
For more information, go to: https://www.england.nhs.uk/events/ 
 
NHS England Board meeting 
NHS England’s next Board meeting will take place on 28 January 2016 in 

London. Board papers will be made available a few days before the meeting. 
If you would like to attend, please register your interest as places are limited. 

Please contact england.boardattendance@nhs.net and advise on any 
requirements you may have for the day. There will also be a live stream of the 
Board meeting on the NHS England website.  
 

To read more, go to: https://www.england.nhs.uk/about/board-meetings/ 

 
Transforming end of life care in acute hospitals: The route to success 
‘how to’ guide 

NHS England has published a revised and updated version of the 

Transforming end of life care in actue hospitals: The route to success ‘how to’ 
guide, first published in December 2015. The publication marks another 
significant milestone to improve the quality and experience of care at end of 
life for patients and their families.  It offers practical advice and support for 

frontline clinicians and leaders for the work required to transform end of life 
care in acute hospitals. 
 
To read more, go to: https://www.england.nhs.uk/2016/01/11/transforming-

end-of-life-care/ 
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Making the difference – Diversity and inclusion in the NHS 

The culture of the National Health Service (NHS) should be sustained by 

the core values in the NHS Constitution including respect and dignity, 
compassion and inclusion. Given the diversity of the NHS workforce, these 
values have particular resonance.  
 

Recent research demonstrates that very little progress has been made in 
the past 20 years to address discrimination against black and minority 
ethnic (BME) staff in the NHS. There is evidence too of discrimination 
experienced by many other groups including women, lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender (LGBT) staff, people with disabilities and religious groups.  
 
The King’s Fund was commissioned by NHS England to assess the scale of 
this problem; the report used data from the 2014 NHS Staff Survey and drew 

on wider work on climates of inclusion to suggest strategies for lasting and 
pervasive change.  
 
The full report is available from: https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2015/11/making-the-difference.pdf 
   
More CCGs set to take on commissioning of GP services 

NHS England has announced that another 52 Clinical Commissioning Groups 

(CCGs) have been authorised to take on delegated responsibility for 
commissioning GP services. Delegated commissioning gives CCGs further 
opportunities to improve out-of-hospital services. It will support the 
development of the new care models set out in the NHS Five Year Forward 

View and provides further opportunities to develop commissioning based on 
improved health outcomes for people on a local basis. The 52 CCGs will be 
able to operate under the new arrangements from April 2016, meaning that in 
addition to those already taking on these arrangements in 2015/16, 

approximately half of CCGs will have delegated responsibility in 2016/17. 
 
For more information, go to: 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/12/21/commissioning-gp-serv/  

 
Safe access to online GP records 

By 31 March 2016, patients in England will be able to request to see detailed 
information in their online GP records. To make sure patients access all the 

right information about their health, practices will need to verify the identity of 
the patients and make sure their records are accurate. Further information 
can be found in the video - Patient Online: Safe access to online GP records 
 

To read more, go to:  
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/pe/patient-online/about-the-prog/gp-
practices/ 
 

NHS Planning Guidance 2016/17 – 2020/21 

National health and care bodies have come together to publish shared NHS 
Planning Guidance, setting out the steps to help local organisations deliver a 
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sustainable, transformed health service and improve the quality of care, well-
being and NHS finances. Organisations are being asked to develop two plans: 
(1) a local health and care system ‘Sustainability and Transformation 

Plan’, covering the period October 2016 to March 2021; and (2) a plan by 
organisation for 2016/17. The guidance is backed by £560 billion of NHS 
funding, including a new Sustainability and Transformation Fund. Drafts of the 
technical guidance will be shared shortly, with a view to the final drafts being 

published in January. 
 
To read more, go to: https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/futurenhs/deliver-
forward-view/  

 
NHS England allocates £560 billion to deliver Five Year Forward View 

The NHS England Board has decided how the health service will spend its 
budget for the next five years, including the additional £8.4 billion funding 

growth announced in the November Spending Review. The health service is 
being given a five-year settlement so that leaders locally can put services on a 
stable financial footing and develop robust plans to accelerate the redesign of 
care set out in the NHS Five Year Forward View. This will enable 

improvements in primary care, mental health and cancer services across the 
country. 
 
To read more, go to: https://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/12/17/nhs-england-

allocates-560-billion/  
 
 
3. Public Health England News 

 
Duncan Selbie’s Bulletin 

Weekly bulletins from Duncan Selbie, Chief Executive of Public Health 
England, are available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-
england/series/duncan-selbies-friday-messages 
 
Change4Life Sugar Smart campaign 

Public Health England (PHE) has launched a new Change4Life healthy eating 
campaign called Sugar Smart. Focusing on the new sugar guidelines, the 
campaign will provide families with the knowledge and tools they need to help 
them cut down on sugar. 

 
To read more and access a range of campaign and other resources, including 
a free app, go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/5-year-olds-eat-and-
drink-their-body-weight-in-sugar-every-year 

 
Tackling high blood pressure at local level 

High blood pressure is one of the leading risk factors for premature death and 
disability, and can lead to stroke, heart attack, heart failure, chronic kidney 

disease and dementia. Conditions caused by high blood pressure cost the 
NHS over £2 billion every year 
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As part of the strategy to tackle this national health issue, Public Health 
England’s blood pressure and National Cardiovascular Intelligence Network 
(NCVIN) teams have joined to launch local hypertension profiles. These 

come in the simple format of a downloadable PDF, and shows how each local 
authority and Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is doing in detecting and 
treating high blood pressure by comparing its performance with that of similar 
organisations, the rest of its region and with the England average. It also 

highlights key approaches that can be taken to improve local performance 
and deliver better outcomes for the local population. 
 
These resources will provide useful information for local authorities and CCGs 

and draw attention to the importance of addressing the local gaps in 
identifying and controlling blood pressure.  
 
To read more, go to: 

https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/01/18/tackling-high-blood-
pressure-at-local-level/ 
 
Public Health England’s new Dementia Profile: Providing access to local 

authority and CCG level data across the whole dementia care pathway 

A new Dementia Profile, developed by Public Health England’s National 
Dementia Intelligence Network (DIN), presents a major change in the way 
dementia data will be used locally.  For the first time, the profile will enable 

bespoke comparison between local authorities and CCG’s in England in one, 
interactive online platform. 
 
To read more, go to: http://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile-group/mental-

health/profile/dementia 
 
4. Consultations 
 

Proposals for CQC to set fees for all aspects of its inspections 
Consultation closes on 1st February 2016 

The Health and Social Care Act 2008 gives CQC the power to charge for the 
registration of health and adult social care providers of regulated activities.  

CQC’s new comprehensive inspections consider the quality and safety of 
care, above and beyond whether a provider is complying with the registration 
requirements, and highlight good and outstanding aspects of care.  

The department intends to introduce a regulation that will bring these 

inspections and any associated rating within the scope of its fees setting 
power. 

This proposal is not about changing the CQC’s fee structure or the level of 
fees that it proposes to charge. Neither is it about extending the remit of the 
CQC’s activity to additional providers or services.  
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To read more and take part in the consultation, go to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposals-for-cqc-to-set-fees-
for-all-aspects-of-its-inspections 

 
Visitor and Migrant NHS Cost Recovery Programme: Consultation to 
Extend NHS Charging 
Consultation runs until 7th March 2016. 

Everyone has access to the NHS. But in order for it to be affordable everyone 
must make a fair contribution. Overseas visitors and migrants are already 
charged for the cost of any healthcare they receive in hospital. It is fair that 
people who are in this country for a short time should meet the costs of all 

NHS healthcare they receive. We are seeking your views on how best to 
achieve this. 
 

Please visit www.gov.uk/dh/nhscostrecovery to respond to the public 
consultation on our plans. 
  
Patient Reported Outcome Measurement Public Consultation – have 

your say! 
Consultation closes 28th March 2016 

Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) measure health gain, and 
have been collected nationally in England, since 2009. Patients are asked to 

complete questionnaires before and after hip or knee replacement, and groin 
hernia or varicose vein surgery to assess the improvement in their health from 
their perspective. 
 

NHS England is consulting on the current PROMs collections and the future 
for PROMs, regarding options around how to use resources most effectively 
to understand the outcomes which matter to patients, in areas with 
unwarranted variation in outcome and to consider indicators for future service 

improvement. 
 
Give your views via the online survey - 
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/consultation/proms-

programme/consultation/intro/view  
 
Health risks from alcohol: new guidelines  
Consultation closes 1st April 

This consultation seeks views on the UK Chief Medical Officers’ proposed 
new guidelines to limit the health risks associated with the consumption of 
alcohol 

At the request of the UK Chief Medical Officers (CMOs), a group of experts 

were asked to evaluate evidence about the levels and types of health harm 
that alcohol can cause.  

They have produced some recommendations about how health risks can be 
limited from drinking alcohol. 
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The UK CMOs considered and accepted the advice of the expert group and 
are consulting on the following 3 recommendations: 

 a weekly guideline on regular drinking 
 advice on single episodes of drinking 
 a guideline on pregnancy and drinking 

To read more and take part in the consultation, go to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/health-risks-from-alcohol-new-

guidelines 
 
5. Health and Care Voluntary Sector Strategic Partner News and Events 

 
Reminder - Biggest charity survey 

Take part in the biggest annual survey of charities and voluntary 
organisations. The survey, launched by a coalition of charities, is gathering 
evidence about how charities are able to get their voice heard and the support 

they need. 
 
By taking part you will be helping make sure that funders and decision makers 
know more about your needs. By being the biggest survey of charities and 

voluntary organisations this survey is a powerful way of getting your voice 
heard. 
 
The survey can be completed in 15 minutes and can be accessed here: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/charitysurvey15  
 
Survey closes on 31st January 

 
Faith and Health: New avenues to improving the public’s health 
Featuring Rt Hon Alistair Burt MP, Minister of State for Community and 
Social Care 
Wednesday 24th February 2016 

SOAS, University of London, Russell Square, London, WC1H 0XG 

Following its report on the impact of faith on public health, FaithAction are 
pleased to announce our ‘Faith & Health’ event. 
  

The role that faith based organisations can play in helping health outcomes is 
important, but often misunderstood by public health officials.  Our ‘Faith & 
Health’ event brings FBOs and those from both a national and local public 
health perspective together, to discuss how these two areas can work 

together effectively to improve health outcomes within communities 
throughout the country, particularly those who are considered hardest to 
reach. 
  

There is also a lack of evidence for this good work, to encourage both sides of 
the value that working together can bring.  Academics are an important part of 
this evidence gathering, and also need to be involved in the conversation to 
shape how faith groups can show the impact they have on public health. 
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By equipping FBOs with the skills necessary to effectively evaluate their work 
to show their impact, and showing public health the benefits of working with 
groups around the country already involved in vital health work, as well as 

highlighting this work to academics who wish to evidence this work, the event 
will have a significant role in shaping the national public health conversation. 
  
Tickets £15.00 if booked before 24th January, £20.00 regular price. 

  
For further information and to book, go to: http://www.faithaction.net/faith-and-
health/ 
 
A national consultation about getting yourself active 

Get Yourself Active, a project funded by Sport England about finding ways to 
help more disabled people get active, is coming to the end of its first year. 
Disability Rights UK is piloting approaches in partnership with Leicester 

Centre for Integrated Living, Cheshire Centre for independent Living and 
Equal Lives (Norfolk) and working with stakeholders locally to deliver better 
opportunities for disabled people.   
 

Nationally Disability Rights are keen to hear from disabled people directly who 
may live in other parts of the country. This is to understand what the barriers 
are to taking part and indeed if people are using personal budgets for physical 
activity and sport.  

  
Take part in the survey at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GYAnational    
 
Closes on 31

st
 January 2016 

 
6. Other News 

 
New reports look at improving care for homeless patients 

The first steps to improve care for homeless patients in A&E are being taken 
by the Royal College of Emergency Medicine (RCEM), the Royal College of 
Physicians (RCP), and the Faculty for Homeless and Inclusion Health (FHIH). 
Two new reports from RCEM, released in late December 2015, focus on the 

needs of homeless people, including rough sleepers and members of the 
street community. This is the first time that a national multi-centre clinical audit 
of ED care for homeless people has been carried out in the UK 
 

The audit looked at how A&Es are organised and how homeless patients are 
cared for and found that, whilst care for the homeless in A&E is good overall, 
there are many ways in which care could be improved. 
 

Full findings and recommendations can be downloaded from the RCEM 
website http://www.rcem.ac.uk/Shop-
Floor/Clinical%20Audit/Current%20Audits/Inclusion%20health%20clinical%20
audit 
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